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USE  OF  LIBRARY 


The  circulating  department  is  open  every  day,  except  Sundays  and 
legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  until  9:30  p.  m. 

The  reading  rooms  and  reference  library  are  open  daily,  except 
Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  to  9:30  p.  m.  On  Sundays 
the  reading  rooms  are  open  from  2  p.  m.  until  6  p.  m.,  but  no  books 
are  given  out  for  home  use. 

The  circulating  library  is  free  to  all  persons  over  ten  years  of 
age  living  in  the  city  and  recommended  by  a  reputable  citizen.  Per- 
sons living  out  of  town  may  draw  books  by  leaving  a  money  deposit, 
of  which  fifteen  cents  is  retained  for  the  library. 

Books  are  free  to  all  persons  for  use  in  the  reading  rooms  and 
reference  library. 

The  reading  rooms  receive  regularly  169  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines. 

The  reference  library  contains  the  best  dictionaries  and  ency- 
clopedias; complete  sets  of  the  leading  magazines  and  partial  sets 
of  many  more,  both  British  and  American;  a  good  number  of  mis- 
cellaneous books  of  general  information  and  literature,  and  a  few 
choice  and  rare  books. 

The  library  has  been  a  government  depository  for  thirteen  years, 
and  has  a  nearly  complete  set  of  congressional  publications  in  that 
time  and  also  a  set  of  the  Hansard  reports  of  the  British  Parliament. 

It  is  desired  to  emphasize  the  statement  that  the  librarian  and 
assistants  are  always  ready  to  give  special  attention  to  aiding  any 
one  seeking  information  on  any  subject. 
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To  The  People  of  Sioux  City: 

The  Board  of  Library  Trustees  submits  to  you  the  following 
report: 

In  accord  with  the  custom  of  the  past  we  file  with  the  City  Clerk 
a  financial  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  year  1906, 
and  in  addition  thereto  we  submit  to  you  a  more  detailed  account 
of  the  conditions  surrounding  the  library  and  the  policy  pursued  by 
the  board  to  make  its  usefulness  as  extensive  as  is  consistent  with 
its  income.  While  the  steady  use  of  our  books  and  periodicals  is 
ample  to  demonstrate  the  great  educational  and  economic  value  of 
the  institution,  yet  we  feel  that  a  large  number  of  people  of  Sioux 
City  are  unacquainted  with  the  splendid  opportunities  which  they 
themselves  have  provided.  Beside  those  who  do  not  know,  there 
are  too  many  women  in  Sioux  City,  as  in  other  cities,  who  think 
they  have  no  time  to  use  a  library  and  too  many  men  who  seem  to 
think  that  a  library  is  a  good  thing — for  women. 

As  a  result  our  really  fine  collection  of  books  and  our  amply 
supplied  reading  rooms  are  not  accomplishing  all  that  they  are  cap- 
able of  accomplishing.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  report  of  the 
librarian  shows  a  steady  growth  of  interest  as  the  years  go  by.  Our 
great  need  at  this  time  is  additional  room,  which  will  make  our  gen- 
eral reading  room  more  attractive  and  relieve  it  of  many  positive 
annoyances.  As  matters  now  stand,  we  are  compelled  to  group  the 
juvenile  library  in  one  corner  of  the  general  reading  room,  and  the 
steady  flow,  in  and  out,  of  the  hundreds  of  children  who  seek  its 
shelves  detracts  very  materially  from  the  attractiveness  of  the  place 
for  the  general  adult  reader.  The  children  should  have  a  room  as- 
signed to  their  exclusive  use.  The  room  now  occupied  by  the  ref- 
erence library  is  just  what  they  need,  but  we  have  no  other  place 
for  the  reference  books.  A  large,  airy  and  well-lighted  room  should 
be  provided  for  their  reception  and  must  be  before  the  library  can 
expand  to  its  full  measure  of  usefulness. 

The  Librarian's  report  herewith  included  shows  that  we  have  in 
the  library  22,190  volumes.    Of  these  14,655  are  circulating  books  and 
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7,535  are  reference  books.  Besides  books  the  library  maintains  in  its 
reading  rooms  169  periodical  publications,  ranging  from  the  daily  to  the 
annual.  There  are  on  file  daily  papers  from  commercial  and  political 
centers  like  New  York,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Minneapolis,  Denver, 
Washington  and  Des  Moines,  not  only  for  the  use  of  our  people,  but 
for  the  great  traveling  public  temporarily  in  Sioux  City.  These  have 
been  judiciously  selected  to  cover  the  widest  field  with  the  least 
possible  expenditure  of  money.  By  the  magazines  nearly  every 
department  of  thought  and  investigation  is  well  covered.  The  files 
are  all  preserved  and  the  volumes  of  most  annually  bound  and  placed 
upon  the  reference  shelves.  More  than  that,  it  has  been  the  policy 
of  the  board  to  complete,  from  time  to  time,  by  buying  the  back  num- 
bers of  sets  of  the  great  magazines,  both  English  and  American, 
selecting  for  completion  such  sets  as  are  fully  indexed  in  Poole,  thus 
giving  ready  access  to  the  widest  field  of  thought  as  reflected  in 
the  whole  life  of  the  modern  magazine.  The  maintenance  of  this 
branch  of  library  work  has  cost  considerable  money — just  how  much 
can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  annual  financial  statements  filed. 
During  the  year  1906,  the  sum  was  between  $700  and  $800,  but  this 
sum  includes  the  cost  of  rebinding  worn  out  books  in  the  circulating 
department.  The  board  has  thought  this  a  judicious  expenditure  of 
money  and  their  judgment  has  been  proven  good  by  the  constant 
throng  of  readers  who  consult  every  department  of  the  reference 
library  and  general  reading  room.  The  worn  condition  of  the  Poole 
Indexes  demonstrates  the  active  use  of  our  bound  sets  of  magazines. 
In  the  circulating  department  the  librarian  has  monthly  reported  the 
number  of  readers  and  the  number  of  volumes  drawn,  but  these  re- 
ports show  not  at  all  the  even  greater  use  of  the  reference  books  and 
the  general  reading  room. 

The  number  of  books  drawn  from  the  circulating  shelves  during 
the  year  1906  is  about  60,000,  and  as  there  are  a  little  less  than  15,000 
books  upon  these  shelves,  each  book  has  upon  an  average  been  drawn 
out  and  read  something  over  four  times  during  the  year.  The  accom- 
panying statistical  table  of  the  librarian  shows  the  proportion  of  the 
various  classes  of  books  in  demand.  All  public  libraries  show  a 
preponderating  ratio  of  books  of  fiction  drawn  and  ours  is  no  exception, 
but  when  our  figures  show  that  less  than  50%  of  the  total  circulation 
has  been  adult  fiction,  we  are  satisfied  that  we  in  Sioux  City  have 
scored  a  point  in  favor  of  substantial  reading.  Our  library  patrons 
are  largely  students,  old  and  young,  and  the  best  volumes  of  History, 
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Biography,  Sociology,  Religion  and  Science  are  eagerly  sought  by  a 
goodly  number  of  readers.  In  this  connection  the  board  wishes  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  purchase  of  new  books.  We 
are  constantly  importuned  by  many  would-be  readers  to  buy  more 
fiction,  and  especially  the  current  fiction,  while  on  the  other  hand  an- 
other large  class  of  citizens,  with  a  strange  lack  of  knowledge  of  what 
the  library  actually  contains,  often  tell  us  that  we  are  buying  little 
except  fiction,  and  that  of  little  value.  Between  these  shoals  it  is 
often  difficult  to  steer  a  safe  course.  Fiction  has  its  proper  place,  and 
any  of  it  that  by  time  has  proven  its  right  to  live  should  be  purchased 
as  rapidly  as  financial  conditions  allow,  but  to  purchase  all  the 
current  novels  widely  heralded  in  advertising  columns  is  simply  a 
financial  impossibility  and  need  not  be  discussed.  To  select,  from  the 
mass  of  all,  those  which  are  going  to  live  is  beyond  human  wisdom. 
Your  board  has  tried  to  take  the  safest  course,  by  buying  largely  of 
those  standard  works  which  time  and  study  have  stamped  with  the  seal 
of  approval,  and  very  few  of  those  which  are  in  the  trial  stage.  During 
the  year  1906  we  found  that  we  had  a  small  unexpended  balance  of 
money  available  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  we  selected  a  couple 
of  hundred  volumes  of  old  standard  novels  which  were  already  in  the 
library  but  not  in  sufficient  numbers  of  duplicates  to  supply  the 
current  demand.  The  immediate  and  steady  use  of  these  duplicates 
proved  the  wisdom  of  the  purchase.  To  those  unaccustomed  to  the 
purchase  of  considerable  numbers  of  miscellaneous  books,  the  mere 
number  of  volumes  purchased  conveys  a  wrong  impression  of  the 
total  cost.  Fiction  is  much  cheaper  than  classed  books.  During  the 
year  1906,  on  account  of  our  one  large  order  of  "old  standards,"  we 
purchased  more  novels  than  ever  before  in  a  single  year,  yet  the  total 
money  expended  for  fiction  was  after  all  only  22%  of  the  total  amount 
spent  for  books.  This  is  our  statement  of  facts  to  those  who  tell  us 
we  are  spending  too  much  money  for  light  reading.  Further  than  the 
facts,  we  have  no  excuse  to  offer.  It  will  be  an  unhappy  day  for 
American  general  education  when  our  people  cease  to  read  Arabian 
Nights,  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  David  Copperfield,  Pilgrims  Progress, 
Lorna  Doone,  Les  Miserables,  Ivanhoe,  Adam  Bede  and  the  rest  of 
that  great  mass  of  mental  and  moral  philosophy  vitalized  in  the 
novels.  Of  such  we  can  not  have  too  many  and  our  library  is  rich 
in  them. 

To  those  who  are  asking  for  the  new  novels,  we  have  an  additional 
word  to  say:  We  have  not  the  money  to  buy  all — we  are  human  and 
cannot  separate  the  permanent  from  the  ephemeral,  but  starting  with 
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the  year  1907  we  have  tried  to  do  something  for  you.  It  is  an  experi- 
ment, and  if  successful  will  continue — if  not,  it  will  be  dropped  with 
no  considerable  expense  involved.  When  there  is  much  call,  one  or 
more  copies  will  be  bought  and  put  upon  what  we  call  the  pay  shelf. 
These  books  can  be  drawn  for  one  week  at  a  time  for  the  trifling  fee 
of  five  cents.  As  soon  as  the  fees  thus  collected  reimburse  the 
library  fund  for  the  money  expended  in  their  purchase,  the  books  will 
be  transferred  to  the  free  circulating  shelves. 

By  this  device,  if  in  a  few  months  the  book  is  dead,  as  in  many 
case.s  it  will  be,  it  will  have  cost  the  library  in  some  cases  nothing, 
and  in  other  cases  but  little.  In  those  cases  in  which  the  book  proves 
its  right  to  live,  those  for  whose  benefit  the  deviation  from  the  regular 
management  has  been  made  will  have  contributed  in  a  small  way  to 
the  permanent  value  of  the  library.  This  scheme  is  not  new  with 
this  board.  It  is  in  successful  operation  in  many  libraries  in  this  and 
other  states. 

The  board  has  not  been  unmindful  of  the  desirability  of  extending 
the  influence  of  the  library  by  establishing  branches  in  the  various 
suburbs  of  the  city,  but  sheer  lack  of  funds  has  made  it  impracticable 
to  do  so.  Our  eight-tenths  of  one  mill  of  taxation  barely  brings  in 
sufficient  revenue  to  pay  the  necessary  corps  of  employees,  maintain 
the  present  status  of  the  library  and  give  us  an  average  of  $800  per 
year  for  the  purchase  of  new  books.  As  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
city  increases,  our  revenue  will  of  course  increase  and  this  much- 
needed  branch  of  work  can  be  then  taken  up.  During  the  year  1906  we 
tentatively  began  a  sort  of  substitute  for  it,  and  as  it  seems  to  be 
working  well  we  hope  to  extend  it  somewhat  during  1907.  Mr.  Stacy, 
the  principal  of  the  Longfellow  School  at  Morningside,  was  given 
permission  to  draw  out  in  his  own  name  fifty  books,  for  which  he 
became  personally  responsible,  exchanging  them  from  time  to  time  as 
needed.  These  books  were  circulated,  upon  regular  library  cards, 
among  the  pupils  of  the  higher  grades  of  his  school.  He  has  done 
excellent  work  in  supervising  the  reading  of  a  large  number  of  his 
pupils  who  would  not  otherwise  he  reached  by  library  influences.  This 
has  been  done  without  cost  to  the  library,  other  than  a  trifling 
drayage  fee. 

In  past  years  the  library  has  been  handled  by  a  very  small  force 
of  employees — too  small  for  the  best  results — and  as  a  consequence  the 
card  catalogue  has  been  a  great  source  of  annoyance  to  the  board  on 
account  of  its  incomplete  condition.    During  the  year  1906  an  addi- 
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tional  assistant  has  been  employed  who  has  given  most  of  her  time 
to  that  catalogue.  The  result  is  that  it  is  now  complete  to  date. 
Such  a  catalogue  is  a  necessity,  not  only  to  the  general  reader  but  to 
the  library  attendants  themselves  to  determine  the  presence  or  absence 
and  location  of  any  desired  volume.  The  catalogue  case  is  so  placed 
in  the  reading  room  as  to  be  readily  accessible  to  the  public  who  are 
invited  to  help  themselves  when  they  know  exactly  what  they  want 
and  can  find  it,  but  in  case  of  need  to  ask  freely  for  help  from  the 
librarian  or  her  assistants.  In  buildings  properly  arranged  for  library 
purposes,  all  books  are  upon  open  shelves,  from  which  any  reader 
can  take  down  what  he  likes,  but  in  our  building  most  of  the  books 
must  be  stored  in  a  separate  stack  room,  where  there  is  little  room 
and  less  light  for  study,  after  any  desired  book  is  found.  Practically 
all  classed  books  are  in  this  .stack  room.  In  most  cases,  the  public 
will  be  best  served  by  asking  an  attendant  for  any  desired  book,  but 
there  is  no  objection  to  anybody  going  direct  to  the  cases  in  the  stack 
room  when  he  so  desires. 

In  closing  this  report  to  the  public,  the  board  wish  to  emphasize 
the  great  utility  of  this  library.  It  is  not  simply  a  place  to  go  and  get 
something  to  read — it  is  that  and  a  great  deal  more.  There  is  scarce- 
ly a  branch  of  thought  or  activity  in  which  you,  The  Public,  individ- 
ually or  collectively,  may  be  interested,  but  that  particular  branch  of 
thought  or  activity  is  treated  of  in  a  series  of  volumes  upon  these 
shelves.  You  may  not  find  the  particular  volume  you  ask  for,  but 
you  will  find  some  others  treating  of  the  same  subject.  You,  your- 
selves, have  furnished  the  money  to  buy  them — they  are  bought — now 
use  them.  Your  board  has  given  much  thought  to  their  proper  selec- 
tion and  looking  over  the  collection  feel  a  just  pride  in  the  result. 

To  those  who  have  never  been  in  the  library  (and  there  are 
many  such  in  Sioux  City),  we  extend  an  urgent  request  that  you  come 
in.  If  only  to  see,  that  is  something;  if  to  get  "something  to  read," 
that  is  better;  but  best  of  all,  come  to  get  information  upon  some 
point  bearing  upon  your  daily  life.  If  you  do  not  know  exactly  what 
to  ask  for,  consult  the  librarian.  She  will  put  a  number  of  reference 
volumes  in  your  hands  if  you  wish  to  look  up  the  subject  while  here, 
or  she  will  select  for  you  a  circulating  volume  that  you  can  carry 
with  you  to  your  home.  But,  anyway,  come  and  make  use  of  the 
library. 

ROBT.  H.  BROWN, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 
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REPORT  TO  CITY  OFFICERS-1906 

Library  Building,  Jan.  3,  1907. 
To  the  Honorable,  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  Sioux  City, 
Iowa: 

The  Board  of  Library  Trustees  at  a  meeting  held  this  day  ap- 
proved the  following  report  to  you  for  the  year  A.  D.  1906: 

LIBRARY  BOND  FUND 


Jan.  1,  1906,  balance  of  Library  Bond  Fund  on  hand  $  1,305.55 

Receipts  during  year  1906   10,440.63 


TOTAL  $11,746.18 

Paid  during  1906— Interest  $1,920.00 

—Bonds   8,000.00—$  9,920.00 


Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1907  $  1,826.18 

LIBRARY  FUND. 

Jan.  1,  1906,  balance  of  Library  Fund  on  hand  $2,369.10 

Received  during  the  year  1906  from  tax  levy   4,902.14 

at  counter,  fines,  etc   295.74 

TOTAL  $7,566.98 

Amount  of  warrants  paid  during  1906  $5,480.39 

Petty  bills  and  expenses  at  counter   295.74 — $5,776.13 


Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1907  $1,790.85 

The  expenses  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  Library, 
paid  and  allowed  during  the  year  1906  are  as  follows: 

Bills  allowed  for  Books  purchased  $1,185.88 

Periodicals    432.47 

Binding    352.10 

Insurance    000.00 

Supplies,  Repairs,  Etc   218.51 

Furniture  and  Shelving   224.13 

Salaries    3,067^30 

Small  bills  and  expenses  paid  at  counter   295.74 


TOTAL  $5,776.13 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  matters  respecting  the 
condition  and  use  of  the  Library: 

Number  of  books  added  during  the  year   1,577 

Whole  number  of  books  now  in  Library  22,190 

Number  of  books  circulated  during  the  year  59,374 

Number  of  books  lost   34 

Number  of  books  worn  out   215 

Number  of  new  readers  registered   1,314 

Amount  of  fines  collected  $285.52 

Amount  of  receipts  at  counter  from  other  sources   10.22 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBT.  H.  BROWN, 
President  Board  of  Library  Trustees. 
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To  the  President  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Sioux 
City  Public  Library:  — 

The  most  obvious  part  of  a  public  library's  work  is  always  its 
circulation  of  books  for  home  reading.  Other  uses  of  books  seem 
subordinate  to  this  and  so  they  are,  as  research  work  is  limited  and 
reference  work  is  done  by  the  studious  few;  but  books  read  at  home 
affect  the  character  of  citizenship. 

In  this  department  our  library  shows  a  steady  increase  year  by 
year,  an  increase  which  will  not  be  largely  greater,  in  all  probability, 
until  our  facilities  for  extension  work  are  greater.  In  this  "city  of 
magnificent  distances"  a  library,  to  be  really  effective,  should  have 
reading  rooms  and  book  stations,  not  for  children  only,  but  for  all 
classes,  in  many  parts  of  the  city.  For  details  of  the  circulation  dur- 
ing 1906  you  are  referred  to  an  accompanying  table  (Appendix  B), 
and  for  a  comparison,  with  previous  years,  month  by  month,  to  an- 
other table  (Appendix  E),  giving  figures  from  July,  1893.  To  meet  the 
demands  of  this  large  circulation,  with  allowance  for  loss  by  wear, 
necessary  repairs  and  delayed  return  of  books,  requires  extreme  care 
in  book  purchase  and  constant  use  of  good  judgment  on  the  part 
of  your  Book  Committee.  That  so  much  has  been  accomplished  and 
that  the  library  is  able  to  give  both  enjoyment  and  information  to  so 
great  a  number  of  readers,  is  a  matter  for  congratulation. 

In  1906  the  circulation  of  books  amounted  to  59,374.  This  is 
almost  entirely  on  the  one-book-at-a-time  plan,  exceptions  being  very 
few.  Of  these  36  per  cent,  were  children's  books  and  49.9  per  cent, 
fiction  for  adults,  leaving  less  than  15  per  cent,  for  classed  books 
for  the  serious  reading  of  the  grown-ups.  In  this  connection,  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  each  volume  of  such  books  represents  in  simple 
bulk  three  or  four  of  the  average  novels  and  tales  and  the  number  of 
volumes  given  out  does  not  mark  the  proportion  of  reading  matter. 

That  the  Library  is  not  shaping  only  for  present  needs  is  indi- 
cated by  a  comparison  between  the  percentage  of  circulation  and  cost 
of  accessions  in  each  class  of  books,  as  shown  in  the  tables  marked 
C,  the  accessions  of  the  past  year;  and  D,  a  statement  of  proportionate 
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cost  and  use  of  each  class.  From  these  it  will  be  seen  that  children's 
books,  whose  circulation  made  34  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  were  only  16 
per  cent,  in  number  of  the  year's  addition,  and  cost  only  22.5  per 
cent,  of  the  whole.  Fiction  also  was  numerically  20.9  per  cent,  and  in 
cost  22.1  per  cent.,  against  49.9  of  the  circulation;  while  the  two 
classes,  History  and  Biography,  which  made  3.2  per  cent,  of  the  cir- 
culation, cost  12.5  per  cent.,  or  one-eighth  of  the  whole  amount  spent 
for  books. 

This  proportion  holds  fairly  well  for  years  back,  as  the  contents 
of  the  Library  show.  There  are  now  in  the  Reference  department, 
including  government  documents  deposited  here,  7,535  volumes.  Of 
children's  books  there  are  1,475  volumes,  and  in  fiction  2,251  volumes, 
leaving  a  total  of  circulating  classed  books  of  10,928  volumes.  In 
other  words,  49  per  cent,  of  the  bulk  of  the  library  and  75  per  cent, 
of  the  circulating  books  are  non-fiction  works  for  adults.  But  the 
usefulness  of  these  books  is  very  far  from  being  confined  to  their  cir- 
culation. Each  year  shows  a  marked  increase  in  the  amount  of 
study  done  in  the  Library  rooms.  The  addition  last  year  of  an  as- 
sistant whose  time  is  divided  between  cataloguing  and  reference  work, 
has  made  a  great  improvement  in  both  those  departments. 

No  record  is  kept  of  this  library  use  of  books,  nor  of  the  time 
given  to  assisting  students.  It  is,  nevertheless,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  effective  parts  of  the  library  work.  , 

The  year  1906  has  been  notable  for  some  valuable  gifts  of  books. 
Lake  Forest  College  contributes  all  the  works  of  the  Bross  Founda- 
tion. Mrs.  Chas.  W.  Fletcher  gave  the  library  a  package  of  twenty- 
seven  miscellaneous  books.  Mr.  Andrew  Fuller  gave  twelve  volumes, 
and  Mrs.  Groninger-Gore  added  to  a  former  gift  of  the  Britannica,  a 
set  of  twelve  volumes  of  the  Brinkley  Oriental  series,  and  four  of 
the  enlarged  and  illustrated  edition  of  the  Reader's  Handbook. 

The  youthful  agent  of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  contributes  a 
copy  regularly,  and  about  a  dozen  religious  and  technical  papers  are 
regularly  donated. 

To  all  givers  of  material  and  to  all  sympathetic  and  appreciative 
friends,  and  there  are  many  such,  the  library  owes  cordial  thanks. 
The  "people's  university"  is  a  sort  of  intellectual  clearing  house,  re- 
ceiving material  from  all  sides,  giving  out  to  all  the  elements  of  a 
nobler  and  saner  citizenship. 

R.  OBERHOLTZER, 

Librarian. 
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[As  the  Library  has  printed  nothing  for  general  distribution  since  1893, 
it  is  thought  a  sketch  of  the  past  may  be  of  interest  and  value.] 

The  Young  Men's  Literary  Association  organized  October  26,  1869, 
and  at  once  set  about  the  collection  of  books  for  a  subscription  library. 
This  was  successfully  operated  for  several  years,  but  when  the  state 
laws  and  city  ordinances  made  possible  a  free  public  library,  in  1877, 
the  books,  amounting  to  about  600  well  selected  vofumes,  were  given 
to  the  City  of  Sioux  City,  under  conditions  of  maintenance  and  in- 
crease. The  conditions  were  fulfilled.  When,  in  April,  1892,  a  board 
of  trustees  was  appointed,  and,  still  under  direction  and  control  of 
the  city  council,  took  charge  of  the  library,  the  books  numbered 
about  2,600. 

In  1891  the  matter  of  housing  -the  books  was  settled  by  an  or- 
ganization of  citizens  incorporated  as  the  Library  and  Building  Asso- 
ciation, who  contracted  to  supply  a  building  for  the  library  contain- 
ing space  which  might  be  rented  by  the  city  for  offices.  This 
was  done  and  the  present  Library  Building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$122,000  and  occupied  in  midsummer  of  1892.  The  cost  was  bonded 
and  a  "Library  building  tax"  is  still  being  collected  in  payment 
therefor. 

In  1900  the  state  law  gave  to  boards  of  trustees  full  control 
of  all  library  properties  and  incomes. 

In  August,  1899,  the  Library  and  Building  Association  conveyed 
the  building  to  the  City  of  Sioux  City.  Some  questions  of  title  and 
ownership  are  now  before  the  courts  for  adjudication. 

When  the  board  of  trustees  took  charge  of  the  library,  their  first 
duty  was  to  increase  the  collection  of  books;  their  second,  to  establish 
capable  and  efficient  administration.  In  the  autumn  of  1892  Miss 
Esther  Crawford  came  as  cataloguer.  One  year  later  she  took  the 
librarianship,  which  place  she  held  for  two  years.  The  present  organ- 
ization of  the  library  is  not  greatly  changed  from  that  time.  When 
she  left  there  were  about  8,500  books;  the  card  catalogue,  registration, 
charging  system,  and  the  various  records  of  a  systematic  modern 
library,  were  well  ordered  and  clear. 
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But  at  that  time  Sioux  City  had  fallen  upon  hard  times  and  the 
following  several  years  saw  most  rigid  economy  in  every  line.  The 
use  of  the  library,  however,  increased  very  rapidly  in  that  period. 
The  best  things  only  were  bought,  and  the  present  collection,  while 
painfully  small  for  our  needs,  is  an  excellent  working  library. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  has  changed  entirely  since  its  organization 
in  1892,  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Krejci  in  1906  closing  the  record  of  the 
first  list  of  members.  Two  died  while  in  active  service,  and  one  left 
the  board  because  incapacitated  by  the  illness  which  ended  only  with 
his  death.  Mr.  Charles,  Mr.  Wall  and  Judge  Wakefield  each  in  his 
own  way  meant  so  much  to  the  progress  of  this  institution,  that  no 
history  of  it  is  complete  without  reference  to  their  work  for  it. 

The  board  has  had  as  officers: 
President — 

Judge  Wakefield,  1892  to  1905. 

Dr.  Brown,  1905  to  the  present  time. 
Vice  President — 

James  P.  Wall,  1892  to  1898. 

David  Mould,  1899  to  1902. 

Dr.  Brown,  1902  to  1905. 

Mrs.  Pappe,  1905  to  the  present  time. 

Secretary — 

Mrs.  Taylor,  1892  to  1902. 

Mrs.  Smith,  July  to  December,  1906. 

(When  no  Secretary  was  elected  from  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the 
librarian  held  the  place.) 

A  Public  Library  ranks  as  one  source  of  pleasure  in  a  com- 
munity, but  its  chief  value,  and  its  great  reason  for  being,  is  as  an 
educational  force  and  opportunity.  Unlimited  in  its  application,  it  is 
equally  for  all  classes  and  its  resources  equally  at  the  command  of 
every  individual.  If  the  education  of  all  is  ever  the  duty  of  the  whole 
state,  if  our  government  has  its  power  in  equal  opportunity  and  equal 
rights  and  duties,  then  the  Public  Library,  giving  the  one  and  teach- 
ing the  other,  has  an  important  place  in  the  making  of  good  citizens. 

JAMES  P.  WALL  was  born  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  in  1839.  He  came 
to  Sioux  City  in  1866,  where  he  died  in  December,  1898.  During  his 
life  here  he  shared  in  different  branches  of  public  service,  including 
seven  years  in  the  city  council.  While  in  this  office  he,  always  a 
lover  of  books,  was  interested  in  the  public  library — then  very  primi- 
tive and  badly  cared  for — and  was  one  of  the  most  active  in  arranging 
plans  for  its  improvement.    He  was  appointed  on  the  Board  of  Trus- 


JOHN  H.  CHARLES. 
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tees  at  its  organization  and  was  both  councilman  and  library  trustee 
when  the  new  library  building  was  occupied.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  ways  and  means  committee  of  the  board  until  his  death.  Faithful, 
kind  and  a  good  friend,  his  presence  was  greatly  missed  in  the  library 
councils  and  labors. 

JOHN  HERR  CHARLES  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1826.  He 
was  thirty  years  old  when  he  came  to  Sioux  City,  at  that  time  only 
a  land  office  and  trading  post  on  the  frontier  of  civilization,  and  his  life 
was  identified  with  the  town  at  first  as  pioneer,  at  last  as  honored 
elder  citizen,  until  his  death  in  December,  1904.  With  all  the  adven- 
turousness  of  his  early  life,  with  business  interests  reaching  far  into 
the  still  newer  country  to  the  Northwest,  Mr.  Charles  yet  found  time 
for  vast  reading,  especially  in  science  and  history.  When  the  Board 
of  Library  Trustees  was  organized,  Mr.  Charles  was  made  a  member 
and  gave  freely  of  his  knowledge  both  of  books  and  of  business  to 
this  public  duty.  When  the  business  of  the  library  passed  from  the 
hands  of  the  council  to  the  trustees,  it  was  mostly  Mr.  Charles  who 
arranged  purchases  and  expenditures.  He  was  chairman  of  the  book 
committee  and  thoroughly  interested  and  efficient  both  when  pur- 
chases were  large  at  first,  and  when  the  library  income  dropped  to  a 
point  which  almost  prohibited  book  buying.  When  failing  health 
necessitated  his  retirement  from  active  life,  he  was  able  for  some 
time  to  keep  his  connection  with  the  library,  to  meet  committees  and 
make  plans  for  it.  It  was  to  the  great  regret  of  all  connected  with  it 
that  his  resignation  from  the  board  was  given  four  months  before  his 
death. 

GEORGE  W.  WAKEFIELD  was  born  in  Illinois  in  1839.  He  came 
to  Sioux  City  to  practice  law  in  1868,  and  from  that  time  he  was 
part  of  all  the  higher  life  of  the  town,  especially  in  its  societies  and 
organizations.  One  of  the  Young  Men's  Literary  Association,  whose 
efforts  created  the  library  in  the  first  place,  when  the  board  of 
trustees  was  constituted,  he  was  made  a  member  and  was  its  presi- 
dent until  his  death,  in  March,  1905.  To  him  more  than  any  other  the 
library  owes  its  present  status.  He  was  far-seeing  and  intelligent  in 
making  its  first  plans,  well-balanced,  patient  and  accurate  in  carrying 
them  out,  not  easily  discouraged  in  time  of  trial,  and  faithful  in  the 
administration  of  every  detail.  His  interest  was  not  given  alone  to 
the  Sioux  City  Public  Library,  but  he  materially  aided  the  library 
movement  throughout  Iowa,  by  his  attention  to  the  legal  element  in 
that  movement.  The  present  state  law  for  libraries  is  largely  of  his 
formulating.  An  officer  who  adds  persistence  to  initiative  and  com- 
bines good  judgment  with  earnestness  is  rare  in  any  organization,  and 
Judge  Wakefield's  work  here  will  remain  a  high  example  of  sincerity 
and  capability. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

List  of  Periodicals  regularly  received  at  Sioux  City 
Public  Library. 

List  of  Abbreviations:     (M)  Monthly;  (Bi-M)  Bi-Monthly;  (W)  Week- 
ly; (S-W)  Semi-Weekly;  (Q)  Quarterly. 


American  Magazine  (m) 
American  Antiquarian  (bi-m) 
American  Boy  (m) 
American  Chemical  Journal  (m) 
American  Inventor  (m) 
American   Journal   of  Sociology 
(bi-m) 

*Am.  Monthly  Magazine  (m) 
Annals  of  Am.  Academy  of  Social 

and  Political  Science  (bi-m) 
*  Annals  of  Iowa  (q) 
Architectural  Record  (m) 
Arena  (m) 

Athenaeum,  London  (w) 
Atlantic  Monthly  (m) 
Birds  and  Nature  (m) 
Bookman  (m) 
Boston  Transcript  (w) 
Brush  and  Pencil  (m) 
Century  (m) 

Charities  and  the  Commons  (w) 
Chautauquan  (m) 
Chicago  Record  Herald  (d  and  s) 
Chicago  Tribune  (d  and  s) 
*Chicago  Daily  Socialist 
♦Christian  Evangelist  (w) 
♦Christian  Home  (w) 
*Christian  Register  (w) 
*Christian  Science  Journal  (m) 
♦Christian  Science  Sentinel  (w) 
Cleveland  Plain  Dealer  (w) 
Collegian  Reporter  M.  S.  Col  (w) 
Collier's  Weekly  (w) 
Concerning  Municipal  Ownership 
(m) 

Congressional  Record  (d) 
Cosmopolitan  (m) 


*Donated. 


Country  Life  in  America  (m) 
Craftsman  (m) 

*Crop  Reporter  (Gov't  Pub)  (m) 
Current  Literature  (m) 
♦Dakota  County  Record  (w) 
Dial  (s-m) 

Economic  Geology  (hi-m) 
Edinburgh  Review  (q) 
Education  (m) 
Educational  Review  (m) 
Electrical  Review  (w) 
Engineer  (s-m) 
Engineering  Magazine  (m) 
♦Engineering  News  (w) 
Etude  (m) 

Evening  Post  (N.  Y.)  (s-w) 
Evening  Tribune  (Minn.)  (d) 
Everybody's  Magazine  (m) 
♦Farmers'  Tribune  (w) 
Forest  and  Stream  (w) 
Fortnightly  Review  (m) 
Forum  (q) 

Gartenlaube  (Leipzig)  (w) 
Good  Roads  Magazine  (in) 
Graphic  (London)  (w) 
Harper's  Bazar  (m) 
Harper's  Monthly  (m) 
Harper's  Weekly  (w) 
♦Herald  of  the  Cross  (m) 
House  Beautiful  (m) 
♦Humane  Journal  (m) 
Improvement  Bulletin  (w) 
Independent  (w) 
♦Indian's  Friend  (m) 
♦Interior  (Chicago)  (w) 
International  Studio  (m) 
♦Iowa  Health  Bulletin  (m) 
♦Iowa  Journal  of  History  and  Pol- 
itics (q) 
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*Iowa  Unionist  (w) 
Johnstown  Democrat  (w) 
Judge  (w) 

Kansas  City  Star  and  Times  (d) 
♦Labor  Leader  (w) 
♦Labor's  Voice  (m) 
Ladies'  Home  Journal  (m) 
L'Echo  des  Deux  Mondes  (m) 
Leslie's  Weekly  (w) 
Library  Index  (m) 
Library  Journal  (m) 
Literary  Digest  (w) 
Little  Chronicle  (w) 
Living  Age  (w) 
♦Lyceumite  (m) 
McClure's  Magazine  (m) 
♦Machinist  Monthly  Journal  (m) 
Masters  in  Art  (m) 
Milwaukee  Sentinel  (d) 
Missionary  Review  (m) 
Municipal  Journal  and  Engineer 
(w) 

Munsey's  Magazine  (m) 
♦Museum  of  Fine  Arts  Bulletin 
(m) 

♦Mystic  Worker  (m) 

National     Geographic  Magazine 

(m) 
Nation  (w) 

♦New  Century  Path  (w) 
New  England  Magazine  (m) 
New  Orleans  Picayune  (s-w) 
Nineteenth  Century  and  After  (m) 
New  York  Times,  Saturday  edi- 
tion (w) 
♦Nordvesten  (w) 
North  American  Review  (s-m) 
-Official  Gazette  Patent  Office  (w) 
♦Omaha  Bee  (  d  and  s) 
♦Omaha  Posten  (w) 
Outlook  (w) 
Overland  Monthly  (m) 
Photo-Era  (m) 
♦Pitman's  Journal  (m) 
Poet  Lore  (q) 

Political  Science  Quarterly  (q) 
Popular  Astronomy  (m) 
Popular  Science  Monthly  (m) 
Psychological  Review  (bi-m) 


♦Donated. 


Public  (w) 
Public  Libraries  (m) 
Publishers'  Weekly  (w) 
Puck  (w) 

Putnam's  Monthly  (m) 
Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics 
(q) 

♦Railroad  Gazette  (w) 
♦Railway  Age  (w) 
♦Railway  World  (w) 
♦Raja  Yoga  Messenger  (m) 
Reader's  Guide  to  Periodical  Lit- 
erature (m) 
Register  and  Leader,  Des  Moines 
(d) 

Review  of  Reviews  (m) 

Rocky  Mountain  News  (d  and  s) 

St.  Louis  Globe  Democrat  (d) 

St.  Nicholas  (m) 

♦Saturday  Evening  Post  (w) 

Science  (w) 

Scientific  American  (w) 
Scientific   American  Supplement 
(w) 

Scribner's  Magazine  (m) 

Sioux  City  Journal  (d  and  s) 

Sioux  City  Evening  Journal  (d) 

♦Sioux  City  Sun  (w) 

Sioux  City  Tribune  (d) 

♦Sioux  City  Volksfreund  (w) 

♦Skandinaven  (s-w) 

Spectator  (w) 

♦Spirit  of  Missions  (m) 

Springfield  Republican  (w  and  s) 

♦Stylus  (w) 

The  Sun  (New  York)  (d  and  s) 
♦Svenska  Monitoren  (w) 
Times  (London)  (w) 
♦Times  Magazine  (m) 
♦Tribune  (Cedar  Rapids)  (w) 
♦Union  Advocate  (w) 
Washington  Post  (d  and  s) 
Weekly  Chronicle    (San  Francis- 
co) (w) 

Weekly  Courier  Journal  (Louis- 
ville) (w) 
♦Woman's  Standard  (m) 
World  To-Day  (m) 
World's  Work  (m) 
Youth's  Companion  (w) 
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BOARD   OF  TRUSTEES 
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ROBERT  H.  BROWN,  M.  D.,  President  Term  expires  July  1910 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES 

On  Selection  and  Purchase  of  Books — Trustees  Pappe,  Burton-Smith, 

Frost,  Steele,  Weare. 
On  Cataloguing  and  Arrangement  of  Books — Trustees  Weare,  Brown, 

Ingersoll. 

On  Ways,  Means  and  Claims — Trustees  Frost,  McFadden,  Stevens. 
On  Conduct  and  Accounts  of  Officers  and  Employes — Trustees  Burton- 
Smith,  McFadden,  Ingersoll. 
On  By-Laws  and  Regulations — Trustees  Stevens,  Pappe,  Burton- Smith. 
On  Custody  of  Library  Property — Trustees  Steele,  Brown,  Weare. 


LIBRARY  STAFF 

Mrs.  Rosa  A.  Oberholtzsr, 
Librarian. 


ASSISTANTS. 

Cataloguing — Miss  Bertha  Wakefield. 

Juvenile  Department — Miss  Elizabeth  Robinson. 

Circulation  Desk — Miss  Martha  B.  Buchanan,  Miss  Charlotte  J. 
Duncan. 
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RlvPORT  FOR  THE  YtAR  1907  OF  THE) 


USE   OF  LIBRARY 


The  circulating  department  is  open  every  day,  except  Sundays 
and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  until  9  130  p.  m. 

The  reading  rooms  and  reference  library  are  open  daily,  except 
Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  from  9  a.  m.  until  9  130  p.  m.  On 
Sundays  these  rooms  are  open  from  2  p.  m.  until  6  p.  m.,  but  no 
books  are  given  out  for  home  use. 

The  circulating  library  is  free  to  all  persons  over  ten  years  of 
age  living  in  the  city  and  recommended  by  a  reputable  citizen. 
Persons  living  out  of  town  may  draw  books  by  leaving  a  money 
deposit,  of  which  15  cents  is  retained  for  the  library. 

Books  are  free  to  all  persons  for  use  in  the  reading  rooms  and 
reference  room. 

The  library  receives  regularly  180  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines. 

The  reference  library  contains  the  best  dictionaries  and  encyclo- 
paedias ;  complete  sets  of  the  leading  magazines  and  partial  sets 
of  many  more,  both  English  and  American ;  a  good  number  of 
miscellaneous  books  of  general  information  and  literature,  and  a 
few  choice  and  rare  books. 

The  library  has  been  a  government  depository  for  fourteen 
years,  and  has  a  nearly  complete  set  of  congressional  publications 
in  that  time,  also  a  set  of  the  Hansard  reports  of  the  British 
Parliament. 

The  librarian  and  assistants  are  always  ready  to  give  special 
effort  to  aiding  any  one  seeking  information  on  any  subject. 


Sioux  City  Public  Library 
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PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS 


Sioux  City,  la.,  Feb.  I,  1908. 

To  the  People  of  Sioux  City,  la. : 

In  accord  with  the  custom  of  most  public  libraries,  your  Board 
of  Library  Trustees  submits  to  you  the  following  report  of  prog- 
ress during  the  year  1907,  just  closed.  We  incorporate  herein  the 
financial  statement  required  by-law  to  the  Mayor  and  Common 
Council,  which  has  been  duly  filed  with  the  city  clerk. 

Owing  to  limited  funds  available  for  the  support  and  growth 
of  the  library  in  the  past,  for  many  years  the  board  refrained 
from  publishing  and  distributing  an  annual  formal  report,  con- 
tenting themselves  with  the  required  financial  statements,  which 
were  always  given  to  the  newspapers,  but  one  year  ago  a  full 
report  covering  all  the  past  years  was  placed  in  your  hands.  A 
considerable  number  of  copies  of  that  report  are  still  on  hand  and 
will  be  distributed  as  far  as  they  will  go  with  this  annual  report. 
In  that  larger  document  is  discussed  as  fully  as  is  necessary  the 
policy  of  the  board  in  the  management  of  the  library  and  need 
not  be  repeated  here  as  no  important  changes  in  policy  have  been 
made.  Any  apparent  changes  are  only  the  outgrowth  of  general 
plans  therein  stated. 

Our  one  crying  need  is  still  for  room  on  the  second  floor  of  our 
building  for  the  Reference  Library.  Indeed  it  has  been  greatly 
accentuated  during  the  last  year  in  our  efforts  to  bring  the  great 
resources  of  the  library  into  supplemental  relations  with  the  pub- 
lic schools,  thereby  multiplying  their  usefulness.  The  children 
now  have  their  own  library  assistant  devoted  to  their  help,  and 
yet  the  juvenile  library  must  be  kept  in  one  corner  of  the  general 
reading  room.  We  want  the  present  reference  room  for  their  use. 
The  present  arrangement  greatly  handicaps  the  juvenile  work 
and  it  is  decidedly  annoying  to  the  grown  up  readers  in  the  gen- 
eral reading  room. 

The  year  1907  has  been  on  the  whole  a  prosperous  one  for  the 


6 


Report  for  the  Year  1907  op  the 


library,  for  the  details  of  which  we  refer  you  to  the  several  ex- 
hibits published  herewith.  We  desire  more  of  you  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  valuable  educational  advantages  you  have  pro- 
vided for  yourselves  and  we  ask  each  one  of  you,  under  whose 
notice  this  report  may  come,  to  call  attention  to  those  less  in- 
formed to  the  great  value  of  the  Sioux  City  Public  Library. 
More  people  are  consulting  it  every  year,  but  the  room  for  in- 
crease is  still  great. 

ROBT.  H.  BROWN, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 


Sioux  City  Pubuc  Library 
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FINANCIAL    REPORT,  1907 


LIBRARY  BOND  FUND  (Building) 

Jan.  1,  1907,  balance  of  Library  Bond  Fund  on  hand  $  1,826.18 

Receipts  during-  year  1907   12,922.53 

TOTAL  $14,748.71" 

Paid  during  1907— Interest  $1,352.01 

—Bonds    6,000.00—  7,352.01 

Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1908  $  7,396.70 

LIBRARY  FUND  (Maintenance) 

Jan.  1,  1907,  balance  of  Library  Fund  on  hand  $1,790.85 

Received  from  tax  levy  during  the  year  1907   5,182.59 

From  pay-shelf  rentals  $  62.50 

Pay-shelf  fines   16.00 

Other  fines   307.68 

Miscellaneous  items   15.05 

Overpayment  to  Treasurer  by  error   8.19 — $  409.42 — $5,592.01 

TOTAL  .$7,382.86 

December  counter  receipts  paid  to  Treasurer  after  Dec.  31  $  44.26 

BALANCE  ,  .$7,338.60 

Amount  of  warrants  paid  during  1907  $5,141.88 

Paid  at  counter  prior  to  May   109.96 — $5,251.84 

Balance  on  hand  with  City  Treasurer,  Jan.  1,  1908  7$2,086.76 

The  expenses  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  Library,  paid 
and  allowed  during  1907  are  as  follows: 

Bills  allowed  for  Books  purchased  $1,000.51 

Periodicals    224.85 

Binding    342.80 

Insurance    195.20 

Supplies  and  Repairs   73.34 

Furniture  and  Shelves   29.64 

Printed  report   164.75 

Petty  bills   91.44 

Salaries  and  labor   3,019.35 

Petty  bills  paid  prior  to  May   109.96 

TOTAL  .$5,251.84 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  matters  respecting  the  con- 
dition and  use  of  the  Library: 

Number  of  books  added  during  1907   1,599 

Whole  number  of  books  now  in  Library  23,512 

Number  of  books  circulated  during  the  year  63,248 

Number  of  books  lost   83 

Number  of  books  worn  out   194 

Number  of  new  readers  registered   1,315 

Amount  of  fines  collected  $307.68 

Receipts  from  pay-shelf   78.50 

Other  receipts  at  counter   15.05 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  L.  FROST, 
Chairman  Ways  and  Means  Committee. 
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Report  for  the;  Year  1907  of  the 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Sioux  City  Public  Library : 
The  history  of  the  year  1907  in  the  Library  is  one  of  expansion 
within  boundaries,  of  more  work  of  the  same  kind  more  thor- 
oughly done. 

Three  causes  contributed  to  the  larger  circulation  of  books: 
The  opening  of  school  stations,  the  privilege  of  taking  two  classed 
books  on  one  card,  and  the  duplicate  collection',  or  ''pay-shelf,"  of 
new  fiction,  from  which  1,250  books  were  distributed. 

Books  on  this  shelf  are  carefully  selected,  with  the  aim  of  keep- 
ing-a  high  standard  here  as  elsewhere  and  making  worthy  addi- 
tions to  our  permanent  stock,  while  meeting  more  of  the  demand 
for  new  stories.  The  plan  seems  to  give  a  maximum  of  satisfac- 
tion with  a  minimum  of  complaint. 

The  greatest  change  of  the  year  has  been  in  the  children's 
department.  Lacking  a  separate  room,  their  books  and  work  oc- 
cupy a  large  part  of  the  east  reading  room.  Miss  Robinson's 
engagement  as  children's  assistant  was  a  happy  feature  of  the 
year.  She  gives  twenty-four  hours  of  each  week  to  this  depart- 
ment, with  excellent  results.  The  "Story-hour,"  so  popular  in 
libraries  where  there  is  a  proper  children's  room,  seemed  impos- 
sible here,  but  we  experimented  in  the  use  of  the  reference  room, 
and  it  has  been  continued.  Attendance  has  ranged  from  ten  the 
first  day  to  fifty-six. 

Late  in  this  year  an  important  work  was  undertaken  for  the 
benefit  of  the  schools  and  the  Federation  of  Women's  clubs,  in  the 
cataloguing  and  care  of  12,000  mounted  pictures. 

They  are  classified  like  the  books  and  fully  catalogued,  and  are 
circulated  only  in  the  schools  and  clubs. 

In  general,  the  Library  is  working  smoothly  and  is  in  excellent 
order  for  the  larger  opportunity  which  the  growth  of  Sioux 
City  may  bring. 

R.  OBERHOLTZER,  Librarian. 
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